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Prosfero Campaign 

“Prosfero” campaign is funded by Procter & Gamble and AB Vasilopoulos and implemented by 

iSea with the aim to achieve cleaner beaches and coasts and raise awareness among the local 

communities about the issue of marine pollution. The 7th wave of “Prosfero” campaign includes 

20 underwater clean up actions during the period May- June 2020 in different areas through 

Greece with a focus on Athens, Thessaloniki and Volos. This report refers to the 16 underwater 

clean- ups already conducted in the context of the 7o wave of “Prosfero”.  

The coordination and organization of the actions began in May 2020 and the implementation 

of the actions took place in May and June 2020. The present report concerns the description 

of 16 out of 20 underwater clean- ups. These include 4 underwater clean-up operations in 

Thessaloniki, 6 in Athens and 6 in Volos. 
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https://isea.com.gr/activities/programs/aquatic-litter/prosfero/?lang=en
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Underwater cleanups 

During May- June 2020 15 underwater clean-ups were implemented in the context of the 7th 

wave of Prosfero Campaign. In particular, 3 underwater clean-ups were implemented in 

Thessaloniki, 6 in Athens and 6 in Volos 

Every underwater clean-up was coordinated by 2 representatives of iSea. A diver was 

responsible for the coordination of the participant divers, the localization and the retrieval of 

marine litter. Another iSea representative was responsible for the coordination of the 

volunteers who were supporting the retrieval of the removed marine litter to the coast and 

recording them to data reporting forms.  

Underwater clean- up details: 

1st Activity (A1): Aretsou Port, Kalamaria, Thessaloniki 

2nd Activity (A2): Aggelochori Fishing Port, Thermaikos, Thessaloniki 

3rd Activity (A3): N. Epivates Fishing Port, Thermaikos, Thessaloniki 

4th Activity (A4): Peraia Pier, Thermaikos, Thessaloniki 

5nd Activity (A5): Legrena Port, Sounio, Athens 

6th Activity (A6): Artimida Fishing Port, Loutsa, Athens  

7th Καθαρισμός (A7): Vouliagmeni Pier, Vouliagmeni, Athens 

8th Activity (A8):  Palea Fokea Fishing Port, Palea Fokea, Athens 

9th Activity (A9): Glifada Port, Glifada, Athens 

10th Activity (A10): Edem Beach, Paleo Faliro, Athens 

11th Activity (A11): Alikes Port, Volos 

12th Activity (A12): Platanias Fishing Port, South Pelion, Volos  

13th Activity (A13): Horto Pier, South Pelion, Volos  

14th Activity (A14): Gatzea Pier, South Pelion, Volos 

15th Activity (A15): Afisos Pier, South Pelion, Volos 
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16th Activity (A16): Anavros Pier, Volos 

 

Action Date 
Marine 

litter (kg) 

Participation (n) 

Volunteers Divers  

A1 30-05-2020 260 12 3 

A2 31-05-2020 60 19 2 

A3 05-06-2020 7 8 4 

A4 06-06-2020 10 10 4 

A5 11-06-2020 159 2 1 

A6 12-06-2020 248 5 10 

A7 12-06-2020 155 2 4 

A8 13-06-2020 239 4 6 

A9 14-06-2020 252 2 2 

A10 14-06-2020 6 5 3 

A11 18-06-2020 165 6 4 

A12 19-06-2020 500 15 10 

A13 20-06-2020 331 9 3 

A14 21-06-2020 90 8 2 

A15 21-06-2020 150 6 2 

A16 22-06-2020 150 5 3 

Total  2782 118 63 

Table 1: Preliminary data of “Prosfero 7” during May-June 2020. 

Marine litter details:  

The total number of the recorded litter types is 8, according to the protocol used by iSea based 

on the Master List of Categories of Litter Items created by the MSFD Technical Subgroup on 

Marine Litter (Plastics, Rubber, Cloth/textile, Metal, Paper/Cardboard, Processed Wood, 

Glass/ceramics and items of local interest). The items of local interest removed in the context 

of the above underwater clean-ups mainly include items coming from fishing activities, like 
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fishing traps and mussel farming nets, and building materials that have been categorized 

according to their material type.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 2: Collected litter per action and type, expressed as percentage (%). 

The findings of the underwater clean-ups conducted in the context of “Prosfero 7”, as 

evidenced by the analysis of the data collected in the context of the 16 actions above, are 

presented in Figure 2. The most common litter type is plastic with a rate exceeding 60%. Only 

in a few cases, like A14, metal materials were the most common litter type mainly due to the 

high amount of metal building materials removed from the particular areas possibly due to 

previous natural disasters that caused demolitions in buildings and port facilities.   

In Thessaloniki, most of the items belonged to plastic and metal litter types, possibly due to 

corresponding human activities taking place in the nearby areas (A1-A4) including fishing and 

leisure activities. In Athens (A5- A11), plastic items appeared to be the most abundant. 

However, A5 and A9 also appear to have high percentages (24% and 14%, respectively) of 

rubber items· this could be attributed to the fishing activities taking place in these areas and 

the increased presence of vessels anchored in the above ports.  

The ten most common litter items during the 16 underwater clean-ups are shown in Figure 3.  
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Figure 3: Ten most common collected items, expressed as percentage (%).  

From the total number of litter removed in the context of 16 underwater clean- ups, the highest 

number of them were Single Used Plastic cups and their lids. Most of them were removed from 

fishing ports and areas with small scale fishing and leisure activities. Beverage and beer cans 

follow. The highest amount of both SUP cups and cans were collected from Palea Fokea fishing 

port where small scale fishing vessels mainly anchor.  

The majority of the most common marine litter collected are Single Used Plastic items including 

cups, lids, bags, bottles, pieces of plastic and food packaging. The highest amount of litter was 

collected from Platanias fishing port in South Pelion. From the same area, a high amount of 

fishing nets was also collected, possibly explained by the fishing activities taking place in the 

area.  

A high amount of marine litter was removed from the areas of South Pelion, probably explained 

by the geomorphological features of the area and the intensive human activities taking place 

in the broader area, including tourism, leisure and fishing activities. A high amount of marine 
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litter was also removed from Aretsou port, in Kalamaria near the center of Thessaloniki. From 

this area, SUP and beverage cans were mainly removed from the seabed which can possibly 

explained by the increased human presence in the area.  

General details: 

In the context of 16 underwater clean- ups already implemented in the context of “Prosfero” 

Campaign a total number of 37 volunteers contributed to the activities and the removal of 

marine litter from the coast mainly including iSea members and representatives of local 

associations in different areas. In addition, 21 divers participated in the underwater clean- 

ups.10 of them belonged to iSea’s trained diving team and 11 of them represented local diving 

associations and diving centers. Representatives from Sea Shepherd Greece, Pytheas Nautical 

Club, P. Fokea Nautical Club, Ecological Alliance of P. Faliro, Volos Diving Association, Blue Yard 

Hub, Diver’s Corner, Scuba Life and Zoumbos Diving Center voluntarily participated in the 

project. 

A total amount of 2.782 Were collected from the sea bed of Thessaloniki, Athens and Volos in 

the context of the 16 underwater clean- ups conducted. The type of the litter differs depending 

on the area and the human use of each area. Fishing ports were the areas with the highest 

quantity of litter. Single Used Plastic items, tires, clothes and abandoned fishing gear and traps 

were mainly collected such areas. The highest quantity of building materials, including wires, 

metal pieces and cinder blocks, was collected from Volos. Among the items removed from the 

sea bed extraordinary things were included like a supermarket cart, barbeque equipment and 

binoculars, alarm clock and cell phone.  

Communication plan 

Due to Covid-10 pandemic and in order to avoid crowd gathering in the context of “Prosfero”, 

call for volunteers and activities announcing posts were not published. The activities were 

implemented mainly by iSea diving team and coordinated by iSea members. The details of the 

project were published in iSea’s website including the communication materials produced 

during the previous steps of the project, its updated results, as well as the timeline and the 

areas of the forthcoming underwater clean-ups.  
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For the announcement of “Prosfero7” a post was published in Facebook, Instagram, Twitter 

and LinkedIn. The posts and their reach follow: 

Facebook:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

92.628 people reached, 1.654 reactions, 37 shares 

 

 

 

 

92.628 people reached 1.654 reactions 37 shares 
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Instagram: 

 

 

 

504 people reached, 68 reactions, 2 shares 

 

Twitter: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 reactions 
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LinkedIn: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

142 people reach, 3 reactions 

 

In the beginning of June, the results of the first underwater clean-up that took place in the port 

of Aretsou in Kalamariai were also published in order to disseminate the impact of the project 

and raise awareness about the issue of marine plastic pollution among the local community of 

Thessaloniki. 
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Facebook: 

 

 

 

 

 

61.747 people reach, 500 reactions, 18 shares 
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Instagram: 

 

434 people reach, 59 reactions 

 

Twitter: 
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 29 reactions, 11 shares 

LinkedIn: 

 

106 people reach, 3 reactions 

In order to disseminate the results of the underwater clean-ups that took place in Thessaloniki 

and announce the forth coming actions in Athens a post was published right after the 

implementation of the clean-ups in the ports and beaches of Thessaloniki. 

Facebook: 
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57.707 people reach, 529 reactions, 11 shares 

 

Instagram: 
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747 people reach, 96 reactions, 2 shares 

Twitter: 

 

16 reactions, 5 shares 

 

LinkedIn: 
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114 people, 2 reactions 

More posts are scheduled including the results of Athens, Volos and the postponed actions that 

will be conducted. In addition, a post including the total results of the project will follow the 

completion of the underwater clean-ups and posts concerning quantitative results, like the 

most common litter collected, and the most “weird” items removed from the seabed will be 

published.  
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A total number of 12 “stories” were published in Facebook mainly during the underwater clean-

ups, in order to inform iSea followers about the progress of every action and attract them to 

look for more details about “Prosfero” Campaign.  

One of the most successful stories in Facebook follows. It reached 889 people and 72 reactions. 

 

One of the most successful stories in Instagram follows. It reached 236 people. 

 


